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Using your own words explain what these 
expressions mean

➔ Mad about
➔ Make a federal case out of…
➔ Make a hit
➔ Make hay
➔ Make hay while the sun shines
➔ Mean business
➔ Miss the boat
➔ Money talks
➔ Monkey business
➔ Mud slinging
➔ Needle in a haystack
➔ Never mind
➔ No great shakes
➔ Nose in



Complete the following sentences 
1. The farmers hurried to _________ before the rain came
2. She's absolutely _________her new boyfriend
3. There were tickets available last week, but he ____________by waiting till today to try to 

buy some
4. I agree that he shouldn't have said that, but there's no reason to _______________out of it.
5. My father threatened so many times to take away my phone and nothing happened 

but last night he ____________and confiscated my phone
6. The film itself is no_________
7. There is too much _______________going on in the governor's office
8. We've got a few days off work so let's ___________________and do some landscaping 

around the back of the house
9. She was trying to find her daughter like a _______________when she got separated in the 

mall
10. Years of political ______________between the big parties have brought disillusionment 

and apathy.
11. Since we are a new, small company we wanted to____________.
12. Can you grab that pen for me?" B: "What did you say?" A: "__________”  I already got it. 
13. Unfortunately, in this town______________, and if you don't have money you can forget it

A. make a federal case
B. make a hit
C. make hay while the sun 

shines
D. money talks
E. make hay
F. great shakes

G. missed the boat
H. needle in a haystack
I. meant business
J. Never mind
K. mad about
L. mudslinging

M. monkey business



Answers
1. The farmers hurried to make hay before the rain came
2. She's absolutely mad about her new boyfriend
3. There were tickets available last week, but he missed the boat by waiting till today to try to buy some
4. I agree that he shouldn't have said that, but there's no reason to make a federal case out of it.
5. My father threatened so many times to take away my phone and nothing happened but last night he meant 

business and confiscated my phone
6. The film itself is no great shakes,
7. There is too much monkey business going on in the governor's office
8. We've got a few days off work so lets make hay while the sun shines and do some landscaping around the 

back of the house
9. She was trying to find her daughter like a needle in a haystack when she got separated in the mall

10. Years of political mudslinging between the big parties have brought disillusionment and apathy.
11. Since we are a new, small company we wanted to make a hit.
12. Can you grab that pen for me?" B: "What did you say?" A: "Never mind
13. Unfortunately, in this town money talks, and if you don't have money you can forget it



Write your own sentences using the expressions 
learned 


