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Using your own words explain what these 
expressions mean

➔ Paint the town red
➔ Party pooper
➔ Piece of cake
➔ Pipe down
➔ Pipe dream
➔ Play ball with
➔ Play cat and mouse
➔ Play games with
➔ Play hooky
➔ Played out
➔ Poker face
➔ Promise the moon
➔ Put a damper on
➔ Put (my/your/his/her/our/your/their) foot in it
➔ Put words into (my/your/his/her/our/your/their) 

mouth
➔ Puppy love



Complete the sentences with the correct expression
1. Just _________with the kidnappers, and nobody will get hurt!
2. His bad mood ______________the celebration
3. They said the test would be difficult, but it was _____________.
4. She told the children to __________while she was talking on the telephone.
5. I didn't mean that at all -- you're just _____________________!
6. My boss___________________, but never gave me a raise.
7. The serial killer ___________with the police for ten years, leaving a trail of 

notes and clothing items from his victims.
8. I don't feel like ____________tonight because I think I'm getting sick.
9. His plans of becoming an astronaut are_____________, he should be more 

realistic.
10. I'm about_______________, Jack - it's time I retire.
11. Stop ________me, or you will not be allowed to go out this weekend
12. She _____________from work some days
13. I hate to be a_____________, but I am really tired
14. In business a ____________can be very useful
15. I really ____________when I asked her about her job. I didn't know she had 

just been fired.
16. It may be______________, but it looks wonderful

A. played cat and mouse
B. playing games with
C. put my foot in it
D. a piece of cake
E. pipe down
F. put a damper on

G. putting words into my 
mouth!

H. party pooper
I. puppy love
J. promised the moon
K. play ball
L. plays hooky

M. played out
N. painting the town red
O. poker face
P. a pipe dream



Answers
1. Just play ball with the kidnappers, and nobody will get hurt!
2. His bad mood put a damper on the celebration
3. They said the test would be difficult, but it was a piece of cake
4. She told the children to pipe down while she was talking on the telephone.
5. I didn't mean that at all -- you're just putting words into my mouth!
6. My boss promised the moon, but never gave me a raise.
7. The serial killer played cat and mouse with the police for ten years, leaving a trail of notes and 

clothing items from his victims.
8. I don't feel like painting the town red tonight because I think I'm getting sick.
9. His plans of becoming an astronaut are a pipe dream, he should be more realistic.

10. I'm about played out, Jack - it's time I retire.
11. Stop playing games with me, or you will not be allowed to go out this weekend
12. She plays hooky from work some days
13. I hate to be a party pooper, but I am really tired
14. In business a poker face can be very useful
15. I really put my foot in it when I asked her about her job. I didn't know she had just been fired.
16. It may be puppy love, but it looks wonderful



Write your own sentences using the expressions 
learned 


