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Using your own words explain what these 
expressions mean

➔ On cloud nine
➔ On hand
➔ On the dot
➔ On the spur of the moment
➔ One eye on
➔ Open secret
➔ Out of line
➔ Out of luck
➔ Out of order
➔ Out of the frying pan into the fire
➔ Over a barrel



Complete the sentences with the correct expression
1. Our bus won't start because the battery is __________. 
2. The Metro train arrived at five o'clock__________.
3. After Karen quit the first law firm she went to one with even longer 

hours— ___________________________.
4. I've been putting on a lot of weight. I need to keep ___________what I eat.
5. He's been ___________ever since she agreed to marry him.
6. Please make sure you have sufficient cash ___________for purchases 

because not all stores accept credit cards.
7. You can disagree with her, but calling her dishonest was ______________. 
8. It's an ____________that he's been cheating on his wife.
9. It wasn't a ____________________decision. We discussed it in detail 

beforehand.
10. He's had me ________________ever since he found out about my affair.
11. We're_____________. The store's closed

A. over a barrel
B. on cloud nine
C. out of line
D. out of the frying pan into 

the fire.
E. on hand
F. open secret

G. spur-of-the-moment
H. out of order
I. out of luck
J. on the dot
K. an eye on



Answers
1. Our bus won't start because the battery is out of order
2. The Metro train arrived at five o'clock on the dot.
3. After Karen quit the first law firm she went to one with even longer hours—out of the frying 

pan into the fire.
4. I've been putting on a lot of weight. I need to keep an eye on what I eat.
5. He's been on cloud nine ever since she agreed to marry him.
6. Please make sure you have sufficient cash on hand for purchases because not all stores 

accept credit cards.
7. You can disagree with her, but calling her dishonest was out of line
8. It's an open secret that he's been cheating on his wife.
9. It wasn't a spur-of-the-moment decision. We discussed it in detail beforehand.

10. He's had me over a barrel ever since he found out about my affair.
11. We're out of luck. The store's closed



Write your own sentences using the expressions 
learned 


