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Activities To 
Practice



Using your own words explain what these 
expressions mean

➔ A pain in the neck
➔ About time
➔ Add fuel to the fire / flame(s)
➔ Afraid of ___ own shadow
➔ Air ___ dirty linen in public 
➔ All the way 
➔ Apple doesn't fall far away from the tree
➔ Apple of (one´s) eye
➔ Ask for the moon
➔ At all costs
➔ At one's heels 



Complete the sentences with the correct expression
1. I've probably ___________ by even responding to you.
2. Everyone was surprised that Janice led the meeting with 

confidence, as she normally seems ____________.
3. It's ____________ you put your toys away and come to the 

dinner table
4. Security during the president's visit must be maintained 

______________
5. I'm a preschool teacher, so I've had toddlers 

________________all day.
6. My little sister is such _________________, she constantly 

goes in my bathroom and uses my expensive makeup
7. People have an unnatural fixation on the personal lives 

of celebrities, but I don't see why they should be 
expected to _______________________.

8. He is just like his dad! Well, ___________________
9. I just asked them if we could go to lunch a little earlier, 

and they're acting like I'm ____________________!!
10. My youngest daughter, Cherie is the _____________________.

A. Asking for the 
moon

B. At all costs
C. Apple doesn't fall 

far from the tree
D. At my heels
E. Apple of my eye
F. About time

G. Added fuel to the 
fire

H. A pain in the neck
I. Afraid of her own 

shadow
J. Air their dirty 

laundry in public



Answers
1. I've probably added fuel to the fire by even responding to you.
2. Everyone was surprised that Janice led the meeting with 

confidence, as she normally seems afraid of her own shadow.
3. It's about time you put your toys away and come to the dinner 

table
4. Security during the president's visit must be maintained at all 

costs
5. I'm a preschool teacher, so I've had toddlers at my heels all day.
6. My little sister is such a pain in the neck—she constantly goes 

in my bathroom and uses my expensive makeup
7. People have an unnatural fixation on the personal lives of 

celebrities, but I don't see why they should be expected to air 
their dirty laundry in public.

8. He is just like his dad! Well, the apple doesn't fall far from the 
tree

9. I just asked them if we could go to lunch a little earlier, and 
they're acting like I'm asking for the moon!

10. My youngest daughter, Cherie is the apple of my eye.

A. Asking for the 
moon

B. At all costs
C. Apple doesn't fall 

far from the tree
D. At my heels
E. Apple of my eye
F. About time

G. Added fuel to the 
fire

H. A pain in the neck
I. Afraid of her own 

shadow
J. Air their dirty 

laundry in public



Write your own sentences using the expressions 
learned 


